The girl who had never
seen stars
Look to the heavens and see (Job 35:5)

O

ur friends, Valmae and Michael,
were living on the Tinderbox
Peninsula in southern Tasmania at
the time, a place far removed from Hobart’s bright lights. Being fishermen
whose products largely went to Japan,
they often hosted Japanese visitors. On
this occasion, their visitor was a
twenty-one-year-old lass from Tokyo.
After dinner one evening she decided to
have a walk in the garden. Moments after she went outside, Valmae and
Michael heard her becoming nearly
hysterical.
They rushed out, expecting to find
her being attacked by an intruder. Instead, she was looking up at the night
sky, shouting, crying and squealing all
at the same time. She had never seen a
star before! Yes, that is the honest truth.
She had lived all her life in Tokyo,
where the bright city lights at night
block out all view of the heavens. She
was shocked at the heavenly spectacle
that those who live in the darkness that
God created and intended us to enjoy
take so much for granted.
Even many who do grasp the riches
of the heavens’ bounty nevertheless do
not appreciate the constant changes
taking place in astronomers’ understanding of our heavenly home. Practically every new major space exploration project, and every major advance
in data gathering techniques yields
amazing new facts. Time and time
again the nature of the increased
knowledge is such that it requires the
wholesale abandonment of old theories
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and the proposal of new ones. Astronomy, in short, undergoes constant revision.
Not only is the field of space knowledge in a state of constant flux, it periodically undergoes changes of understanding of sufficient magnitude to be
best described as “revolutions”. You can
almost predict it: astronomers are just
beginning to think they have really got
most aspects of the universe1 fairly well
under wraps when, suddenly, a discovery is made that throws basic understanding into confusion. As the rest of
the world was celebrating the arrival of
the new millennium, astronomers were
quietly scratching their heads. Consider
the following:
Is it all over but the shouting? Is the
cosmos understood aside from minor details? A few years ago it certainly seemed that way… Plenty of
mysteries remained, but at least we
had sorted out the big picture. Or so
we had thought. It turns out we have
been missing most of the story. Over
the past five years, observations
have convinced cosmologists that
the chemical elements and the dark
matter, combined, amount to less
than half the content of the universe. The bulk is a ubiquitous “dark
energy” with a strange and remarkable feature: its gravity does not attract. It repels (Ostriker & Steinhardt
2001, p. 37).
As another example, consider the title of a 2003 Scientific American article
— “The Unexpected Youth of Globular
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Clusters”. The subhead adds, “Conventional wisdom says that globular
star clusters are the stodgy old
codgers of the universe, but it turns
out that many of these clusters are
young”. The October 2004, edition
contains an article on accretion
disks, and says, “… the jets of particles
that often stream from the disks remain a mystery”. A perusal of science
and astronomy magazines will
quickly prove the point being made
— no end of surprises and mysteries
is in sight.
Such facts underscore the purpose of this site — to magnify the
glory of the God who made it all. The
term “infinite” cannot be applied to
the universe itself (though some astronomers have begun to argue that it
can, and that our universe is only one
of an infinite number), but it certainly
can be appropriately used to describe
the God who created it. What the experts know, and the continual
changes in their understanding of
how it all fits together, provide the
best possible illustration of the infinite genius and power of the One

Many astronomers will not accept
that such a brilliant being could
possibly exist.
who thought it all out and put it all together.
This site makes no attempt to unravel the detailed process God used
in order to bring this universe to the
condition it is in. The seemingly endless vastness of space runs in perfect
order because of exquisite precision
in the design and crafting of all its
parts. Such precision can only be explained by recourse to an infinitely
competent “universe-maker”, just as
a finely engineered laser-guided missile can only be explained by recourse to pretty smart missile-makers.
Who knows if God used a “big
bang” as the universe’s starting point.
Space is expanding. Extrapolating
backwards indefinitely certainly suggests a moment of infinitesimal
smallness as its starting point. What
sort of mind would it take to pre-set
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the staggering series of controlled stages
through which it must have gone to reach
the magnificent, ordered universe we
know today, just as the fertilised ovum
contains all the necessary information to
produce, step by step, a living human being? Many astronomers will not accept
that such a brilliant being could possibly
exist. That’s the real problem people face
— the inability to grasp the possibility of
such a Being being.

To God be the glory
But the universe exists, and that’s a fact.
Logic compels the conclusion that it
could not have just happened. The
Psalmist did not take God's works for
granted. He even went so far as to say,
“For You, Lord, have made me glad
through Your work; I will triumph in the
works of Your hands” (Ps. 92:4).
Though the Psalm goes on to extol
God's ultimate works of righteousness
and justice in human affairs, these very
works are typified by the works of creation. The Sabbath setting of the Psalm
certainly suggests a celebration of creation. God created; He has a purpose; He
will administer justice. These are all the
works of God's hands, and cause for celebration.
Time after time Scripture claims that
it is God who stretched out the heavens.
Not even Genesis One tells us how long
He spent at the task of creating space
with all its amazing objects and phenomena. Nor does it elaborate on the order of
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events in the creation of the universe.
Scientists are continually at work
probing such questions. We can be
grateful to them for the windows they
provide us into the deeds of God
which in turn give us insights into
His staggering mind. If only we have
the eyes to make the connection.

David and the heavens
Like his son, Solomon, David pondered the material order, and marvelled at it. While Solomon looked
down at things that sprang from
mud, David looked up and saw stars
(Ps. 8:3-4). Seeing them, he marvelled
at the greatness of God, and the insignificance of man. Yet how much
more you and I know today than he
ever knew! What would he have
given to know the sorts of things this
book talks about?
Three thousand years later,
through the work of notables such as
Isaac Newton, James Maxwell, Max
Planck, and Albert Einstein, men
thought they had learned most of
what there was to learn about the
universe. They had even learned, by
the time World War I broke out, that
the fuzzy nebulae that stargazers had
spotted in their telescopes centuries
earlier were nothing less than enor-
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mously distant islands of stars. By the
time the Rockefeller International Education Board granted George Hale $6 million for the construction of a 200-inch
telescope in 1926 it seemed that only
three main problems remained to be
solved — the birth and death of stars, the
structure of the universe, and the constitution of matter.
What a surprise awaited astronomers.
Now, over seventy years later, they have
learned their lesson well. In 1990, at the
very time the HST (Hubble Space Telescope) was thrusting skyward, astronomy
writer John Gribbin appraised the discoveries of the previous two decades by
saying, “No armchair theorist, even
equipped with current physical knowledge, could have envisaged the extraordinary phenomena and objects that have
been discovered” (Gribbin & Rees 1995,
p. xii).
Only five years later, as a result of
amazing new information from the HST,
one reporter declared, “Before the Hubble
is finished, textbooks and astronomical
theories will have to be rewritten” (Time
20 Jan. 95, p. 70). God is indeed full of
surprises. As the Psalmist said, “The
heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament shows His handiwork”
(Ps. 19:1).
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You are not alone
Books abound explaining the fascinating developments of twentieth
century physics and astronomy. Few
give God any credit. Dawn to Dusk
seeks to redress that deficiency. Our
conviction is expressed beautifully in
the masterful eloquence of Paul
Davies, Templeton Prize winner and
brilliant scientist when he said,
“Through my scientific work I have
come to believe more and more
strongly that the physical universe is
put together with an ingenuity so astonishing that I cannot accept it
merely as brute fact”.
Nobody has to hang his or her
head in shame when confessing conviction in the power and majesty of
God. Isaac Newton didn’t. And more
and more astronomers today are willing to come out of the closet. You are
not alone.
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